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Aquatic and marsh plants have been described in various 
flora by Hooker (1879) A detailed account of the hydrophytes 
has been given by Arber (1920), Fassett (1940), and Muenscher 
(1944). Comprehensive studies are made by Al-Rawi (1968) on 
wild plants of Jraq and their distribution, but no account on 
aquatic plants of the Shatt Al-Arab river and its surroundings 
are available. 


A collection of aquatic plants was made from the Shatt 
Al-Arab river, from Karmat Ali to Abu Al-Khasib, the canals 
flowing on either side within the above region including the 
puddles and shallower regions. It was made from September 
1974 to June 1976. However, no collection of plants was made 
during July and August 1975. Most of the aquatic plants were 
iventitied following the characters siven by Prescott (1973). At 
least one trip in a month was arranged during the p?riod. The 
collection is kept in the department of Fisheries and Marine 
Resources, University of Basrah. 


List of species collected : 


1. Family POTAMOGETONACEAE (5 species). 
Potamogeton crispus Linn., P. natans Linn., P. pecti- 
natus Linn., P. perfoliatus Linn., & Zannichellia 
palustris Linn. 

2. Family SCROPHULARIACEAE (3 species). 

Bacopa monnieria (Linn. Hayata et Matsum., 
Limnophila indica (Linn.) Druc., & Veronica Anagallis- 
aquatica Bernth. 
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Family CYPERACEAE (3 species). 
Cyperus rotundus Linn., C. conglomeratus Rottl., & 
Fimbristylis dichotoma (Linn.) Vahl. 


Family HYDROCHARITAECEA (3 species). 
HyGrilla verticillata Presl., Ottelia alismoides (Linn.) 
Pers., & Vallisneria spiralis Linn. 


Family GRAMINEAE (3 species). 


Panicum repens Linn., Paspalum distichum Linn., & 
Phragmites communis Trin. 


Family JUNCACEAE (2 species). 
Juncus acutus Linn. & J. fontanesii Gay. 


Family GENTIANACEAE (2 species). 


Nymphoides indicum (Linn.) O. Kuntze. & N. peltata 
Kuntze. 


Family LEGUMINOSAE (2 species). 
Prospis farcata (Banks et Sol.) Eig. & Trifolium 
resupinatum Linn. 


Family RANUNCULACEAE (2 species). 

Ranunculus aquatilis Linn. & R. muricatus Linn. 
Family PARKERIACEAE. 

Ceratopteris (Parkeria) thalictroides (Linn.) Brongn. 


Family CERATOPHYLACEARE. 
Ceratophylum demersum Linn. 


Family CHENOPODIACEAE. 
Chenopodium album Linn. 


Family ONAGRACEAE. 
Jussiaea repens Linn. 


Family LEMNACEAE. 
Lemna Polyrrhiza Linn. 
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15. Family VERBENACEAE. 
Lippia nodiflora (Linn.) Rich. 


16. Family MARSILEACEAE. 
Marsilea capensis (AJ Hrs 


17. Family HALORAGIDACEAE. 
Myriophyllum spicatum (Linn.) 


18. Family TYPHACEAE. 
Typha angustata Chub. & Borry. 


19. Family SALVINIACEAE. 
Salvinia natans (Linn). 


In the collection Marsileaceae and Salviniaceae which 
belong to Pteridophytes were also included. Although, large 
mats of Chara, Ciadophora, and Spirogyra among the thallo- 
phytes were also observed, but these were not collected due to 
poor identification facilities. 


Of the total list of 35 species 19 are aquatics and 16 are 
Wet land plants. Hydrilla verticillata Presl, Lemna polyrrhiza 
Linn., and Nymhoides peltata Kuntze are new records for 
Basrah. The aquatic vegetation was richest in the shallower 
water and poorest in the running water. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


We thank Mr. Sabah A. Karim Omar, Department of 
Botany, Abu Ghuraib Baghdad, for identifying plants and 
Mr. N. A. Salman of the Fisheries Department, College of 
Agriculture, University of Basrah in helping us in the collection 
of plants. 


REFERENCES 


Al-Rawi, A. 1968. Wild plants of Iraq. Baghdad. 
Arber, A. 1920. Water plants. Cambridge. 


Fasett, F. N. 1940. A manual of aquatic plants. New York 
and London. 


Guest, E. 1966. Flora of Iraq. Vol. 1. Glasgow. 
Hooker, J. D. 1879. Flora of British India. London. 


Muenscher, W. C. 1944. Aquatic plants of the United States. 
Comstock, Ithama, N. Y. 


Prescott, G. W. 1973. How to know the Aquatic Plants. 
Dubuque, Iowa. 


Aue Nx 


bibi g laad bhad uyal GEN METEO 

Bes paha PNE, GUM 2 gyal es oh aa 

"IU SF ali gy ple DoS gy Rela 2 ROU) abai 
l VAY alas dl VAY ghi 


T Calais 9 Cun 34:4! (e $a-l» Spee SU SUL) co 
Less VA La Yo pH gl pose Oe iod) Bay Daud) aud 
els! 4505 ol! day * io JI alot! is pad le y VV 5 Atal | £L 
(Hydrilla verticillata, Lemma polyrrhiza, and Nymphoides 
peltata) 
eae tie teed c sped) Ghee ò 3,0 dot fees ObL sis qo 
* XUI oll T" UUs was) oL ud gt hss isl obla 


